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Shillingford Street £2,750,000 freehold 

Islington N1 

A truly inspiring 3/A double bedroom, new build house set right in the very heart of Islington, 
moments from Upper Street yet providing the ultimate for privacy & seclusion in such a central 
location. 

EPC rating C 


Islington 

020 7359 9777 

sales.islington@chestertons.com 
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CHESTERTONS 

Islington 



Grantbridge Street £2,250,000 freehold 

Angel N1 

An absolutely beautiful 3 bedroom, substantial Victorian mid terraced house, set within the 
Duncan Terrace/Colebrooke Row conservation area, right in the very heart of Angel. 

EPC rating C 


Islington 

020 7359 9777 

sales.islington@chestertons.com 
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Theberton Street £2,095,000 freehold 

Barnsbury N1 

A beautifully presented 3 bedroom house, with 3 bathrooms featuring a south facing patio 
garden, as well as a sunny terrace. Situated in one of Islington’s most sought after & central 
roads, offering superb access to all Islington has to offer. 

EPC rating E 


Islington 

020 7359 9777 

sales.islington@chestertons.com 
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CHESTERTONS 

Islington 



Dagmar Terrace 
Islington N1 


£1,850,000 freehold 


Cloudesley Road 
Islington N1 


£1,095,000 freehold 
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TICKET COMPETITION 


5 th I 6 th I 7 th June 2015 


Hurlingham Park, Fulham SW6 


f 'J9F ' ' Ik A '1* 


CHESTERTONS 

POLO IN 
THE PARK 1 


As title sponsors of Chestertons Polo in the Park we are giving you the chance to 
start your summer in style with a pair of tickets to this fantastic event* 

For a chance to win 1 of 10 pairs of tickets simply enter your details at bit.ly/chestertonspolocomp 

Can’t wait? 

Tickets are available at ticketmaster.co.uk Enter our exclusive voucher code: CHESTERTONS 
for a £5 discount on one adult ticket for Friday or Sunday only** 

* Competition closes on the 21 st May 2015. For full terms and conditions email design@chestertons.com. ** While stocks lasts. 
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SURFACETILES.COM 


SHOWROOMS 

LONDON 


60 Queenstown Road 
Battersea 
SW8 3RY 
T 020 7819 2300 


SURREY 


316 Essex Road 
Islington 
N1 3PB 

T 020 7354 7000 


3 Molesey Business Centre 
Central Avenue 
West Molesey KT8 2QZ 
T 020 8481 9588 
Featuring the Outlet Store 
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Letter from the 

EDITOR 

S ometimes I worry that I sit at my desk too much. 

Whether it’s down to deadlines, social media, looking 
over designed pages or good old fashioned feature 
writing, a fair amount of my job is spent staring at a 
computer screen. That worry was magnified this month when I 
met some rather inspiring locals who fit quite a bit into their day 
to day lives. 

Martin Morales has done more in a decade or so than most of 
us can imagine doing during an entire lifetime. He’s been an 
acclaimed DJ who has toured the world, worked with Steve Jobs 
as part of Apple iTunes Pan-Europe, headed up Disney Music, 
and plucked up the courage to give that all up to open his dream 
restaurant, Ceviche, promoting all that’s good about Peruvian 
cuisine. It was a gamble, without a doubt, but how it has paid off 
in style as we enter Ceviche’s second restaurant on Old Street. 

Tracy-Ann Oberman is another multi-tasker. Stage actress, 
screen star, highly rated writer, mum of one... frankly, I was 
amazed we found 20 minutes to talk about her latest role in 
hotly anticipated play, McQueen. The rather creative people 
behind the Hype app are also very (h)appy to be kept busy looking for fab new 
destinations around North and East London - we meet (and photograph) four of them who 
have very different roles in an exciting, growing business. 

With the likes of our al fresco special and the return of Islington Giving Week offering 
a host of reasons to head outside, I think it’s time to put a full stop to this introduction, 
shut down the computer, and go and enjoy the great outdoors. Enjoy your month. 

| 

Mark Kebble, Editor 





Islington Giving Week is 
back, bringing the whole 
community together| 


FOUR SIGHT 


AREiVA 


Ceviche Soho brought something new | 
to London's dining scene and expect 
more of the same as their secondJU 
restaurant opens right here^^^^H^I 


TIMETOGIVE 



We go A-list as we explore the 
latest North London project by 
Celia Sawyer Luxury Interiors® 
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GIORGIO DE CHIRICO EXHIBITION AT THE ESTORICK COLLECTION, 2014 


are NA 

{THE FINEST EVENTS IN LONDON THIS MONTH } 



TIME TO GIVE 

Islington Giving Week returns, bringing the borough together 

Islington Giving Week, part of a campaign to tackle poverty and isolation in the borough, returns with a 
whole host of events from 8-14 June. Inside Islington Tours is always a must experience, learning about the 
area and seeing first-hand the kind of work Islington Giving do; Arsenal FC will be involved in a 5-a-side 
football tournament; the likes of the Estorick Collection will be offering art workshops; and our old friends 
Frederick’s will be taking part once again too. A real local event with a very important message. 

For further details, visit islingtongiving.org.uk 
















JEKYLL COMES 
TO HYDE 

Expect the unexpected when Grace 
Jones takes to the stage at British 
Summer Time Hyde Park on 21 June, 
performing for the first time in 2015. 
Also starring on the same day is Kylie 
Minogue, and don’t miss Blur on 20 
June, The Who on 26 June, and Taylor 
Swift and Ellie Goulding on 27 June. 
Visit bst-hydepark.com for full listings 


Acquired Taste 

A tantalising selection of world class chefs 
and London's hottest restaurants will descend 
on Regent's Park from 17-21 June for Taste of 
London. Top names involved include Marcus 
Wareing, Atul Kochhar, Thomasina Miers, and 
Nuno Mendes, with 40 of the capital's best 
restaurants also involved. 

Visit london.tastefestivals.com for further 
announcements 




GROW London returns for a second edition from 
19-21 June. Around 100 carefully selected exhibitors 
will showcase the very best of what’s available in the 
world of gardens and gardening offering an 
unrivalled selection of contemporary and classic 
garden furniture as well as rare plants. 

East Heath Road NWy 1TH; growlondon.com 
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Little things in life 

The Affordable Art Fair returns to Hampstead 
from 10-14 June and a stand out artist for us 
is Roy's People. His Miniature London pieces 
are simply fabulous: he splits his time 
between preparing figures in the studio and 
roaming the streets looking for his next 
location. As well as seeing artists like Roy's 
People, the Affordable Art Fair will be hosting 
events and workshops over the five days. 
Lower Fairground Site, East Heath Road 
NW3 1TH; affordableartfair.com 


■■ 


Blooming lovely 

Open Garden Squares Weekend is back, unveiling a record breaking 224 hidden and little-known 
gardens to the public on 13-14 June. The gardens, located across 27 London boroughs, range from 
the historic and traditional to the new and experimental. They include classic London square gardens, 
roof gardens, community allotments, urban wildlife and ecology centres as well as the gardens of 
historic buildings, institutions, restaurants, schools and shops. 

See opensquares.org for a full list of gardens on show 



to- ^ 


TALENT 

SPOTTERS 

The Mayor of London, Boris 
Johnson, will host the second 
annual London Music Awards at 
Camden's Roundhouse on 11 
June. Established to recognise the 
capital's wealth of talent, and the 
achievements of London's 
aspiring young musicians, its rising 
stars and legendary performers, 
there will be a total of 12 awards 
presented on the night (pictured is 
Rising Star 2014, Femme). 

See more at mayorsmusicfund.org 
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MAXLIGHT DOORS | SKYMAX ROOFLIGHTS 
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ULTRA SLIM SLIDING DOORS 
ONLY 20 MM SIGHT LINES 
INCREDIBLE LEAD TIMES 


UNIT 1, VICTORIA INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
VICTORIA ROAD, LONDON W3 6UU 
020 8896 0700 | SALES@CULMAX.CO.UK 
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ROSIE MILLARD 


How cheese, Chic and comedians combined to make me feel young again 



MONTH 


Rodgers played a 
in making Rosie 
evergreenl 


M iddle aged, or 
young at heart? 

During the dread 
pall of winter I 
thought the former was true 
about Islington. However, now 
that summer is upon us I think 
the latter is actually more like it. 

This is based on the experiences 
during a single weekend, 
admittedly, but I will share them 
with you in the spirit of friendly 
encouragement. 

My weekend of grooving in 
the heart of N1 began with a 
trip to the Roundhouse - which 
I know is not actually in N1, but 
it’s very nearby. I was off to see 
Nile Rodgers. Yes, Nile! The 
man behind Chic, the 
reinvention of Diana Ross, and the 
production of Like a Virgin , Get Lucky , 
Lets Dance and many, many more. After 
grooving all night to Le Freak , Good 
Times and the rest, I felt somewhat 
exhausted. Never mind, next day a 
second wind appeared just in time for a 
trip to Club de Fromage, which has been 
doing its thang in the Carling Academy 
N1 Centre - sorry, Angel Central - for a 
good few years now. But I had never 
been! Dear reader, if you like a bit of 
bopping and hair loosening, you 
absolutely MUST go to the Fromage. 

It is such a laugh. 

This is a club where, basically, if you 
are middle aged, you will know all the 
tunes. I mean ALL OF THEM. What’s 
not to like? It’s Abba by way of ZZ Top, 


Did you know that Johnny Depp was 
seen on the Cally recently? He was at 
the studio of gilder and framer Leonard 
Villa, who also acts as manager for 
Bambi, the street artist also known as 
'the female Banksy'. Go see for 
\ yourself at 316 Caledonian Road. 

V There's a nude of the Duchess J 
of Cambridge outside. A 


fused with a sprinkling 
of Pharrell Williams 
and S Club 7. Funky 
women on stage leap 
about cutting some 
moves, but frankly, we 
all know the moves to 
YMCA, do we not? The 
DJ is one Carl Hill, also 
known, for some weird reason, as 
Slow Al. He is in a white suit and looks 
rather like Saul Goodman, the wacky 
lawyer from Breaking Bad (who now has 
his own mini series). Give Club de 
Fromage a mini series! It’s certainly 
amusing enough. At one point I even 
jived into my lovely neighbour Alienor, 
which meant that there were at least two 
people over 40 in the house. Three, if 
you count Mr Millard who was also 


having Good Times. 

The next night, Mr M and I 
ventured northwards to the 
Hideaway club in Tuffers to see 
their weekly Open Mic show, in 
which our dear friend and top 
journo Mark Edmonds was 
appearing as new comic 
incarnation The Grumpy Old 
Git. ‘I occasionally do this 
show in Paris too,’ he 
told us. ‘Only there, 
my character is called 
the Grumpy Old 
Brit.’ Tres amusant. 

It was great! As well 
as the GOG, the 
open mic line-up 
included an hilarious 
folk singer, a punk, a 
melancholic woman and 
another stand-up who was also 
pretty good. No admission charges and a 
general tolerance of, well, almost 
anything, meant the evening was wryly 
entertaining, in a sort of Sunday 
evening way. 

All in all, my escapades made me feel 
almost as young as my children, only 
better, thanks to a LOT more musical 
hinterland. I mean, they have never 
heard of ZZ Top. 
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BUILDING INTEREST 

The Hype app, launched in 2013, has transformed how we discover 
North and East London. We meet four key players to find out more 


DAN SYMONS 

Head of Partnerships 


RIMA GARSYS 

Tour Guide 


Was there a particular 
moment that inspired the 
launch of Hype? 

While I wasn’t there for the 
launch (I’m employee #1), 
the problem that we’re 
trying to solve for our users 
was a constant in my life 
prior to my involvement: 
how do I find great new 
independent places to 
check out in a highly visual 
way? Hype is about quality 
over quantity, and it uses a 
style that the mobile 
generation understands. 
How different is Islington 
compared to East London? 
I think Islington is slightly 
more civil, but there are 
neighbourhoods in East 
London that don’t feel all 


that different. De Beauvoir 
and the area around 
Victoria Park feel very 
‘Islington-y’ to me. Much 
like any area of London, 
there are always pockets of 
nice things, you just have 
to search them out. 

What’s great in Angel 
right now? 

I’m loving a few places up 
and around Highbury and 
Islington: Sawyer and Gray 
(great coffee, good brunch, 
super cool space); Le Coq 
(rotisserie roast chicken, 
super simple menu); Prawn 
on the Lawn (amazing 
seafood, secret basement 
space). In Angel proper, 
you’ll find me at The 
Coffee Works project. 


What is it about London’s 
art scene that you love? 

It’s non-stop, living and 
breathing. In the art scene 
here, everyone is 
neighbours, or at least 
knows your neighbour. I 
feel like, years from now, 
I’ll open an art history book 
and read about Shoreditch 
the way I read about 
Greenwich Village in New 
York City in my courses. 
What happens on a 
Hype tour? 

It’s always changing, that’s 
the best part! You’re a 
brave soul, and you’re 
rewarded for your bravery. 
You can expect to see, try 
or learn the newest, coolest 
things. You can also expect 


to make at least one new 
friend (I joke that we are all 
best friends by the end, and 
even if you’re a grump, you 
can’t deny it’s usually true). 
You’ll leave with a pocket 
full of fun facts and you’ll 
feel like you’ve just been 
told the juiciest secrets. 
Does Angel or King’s Cross 
excite you? 

My second flat was in 
Islington and I adored 
living there. Charming 
doesn’t do it justice. The 
best bit is stumbling in and 
out of the residential 
squares with gardens. And 
Highbury Lields! With the 
weather warming up, I’m 
itching to get back out in 
The Albion’s back garden. 


ALEKSANDR PASEVIN 


CINDY LIBERMAN 


Co-Founder and Head of Design 


Curator and Photographer 


What was the attraction of 
launching Hype? 

Well first of all, for me at 
least, it was being your 
own boss again, in the 
sense of being in charge of 
your creation. 

Second was the feeling of 
the opportunity. We knew 
that the local discovery 
market is crowded, that 
many tried and failed, but 
at the same time we felt 
that we are seeing the 
problem differently, so the 
solution has to be different 
as well. I came to London 
and instantly felt how big it 
is, how much there is to do, 
almost too much to 
comprehend. Well that had 
to be sorted out. 


The third thing was a love 
for the community. Every 
project has to have a great 
community to support it. 

What did you want to 
achieve with the look and 
feel of Hype? 

I wanted Hype to feel like a 
friendly face, not just a 
utility. Good design is 
mandatory. To talk about 
slick animations and praise 
the usability is vain. 

What three places are 
doing it for you right now? 

I love to get my lunch at 
Shutterbug in Shoreditch; 
my coffee at Ozone, next to 
Old Street station; and I 
always love to visit Tate 
Modern. I have a special 
connection with that place. 


When on the hunt for new 
places to write about, what 
do you look for? 

I think undiscovered places 
with friendly people. I 
always hope to send our 
users to places that they 
hadn’t been to before with 
a warm atmosphere. 

Are there still plenty of 
surprises out there? 

Yes, for sure, especially in 
East and South London. 
There are lots of small 
hidden neighbourhoods in 
the City that are constantly 
growing. 

Is Shoreditch your favourite 
area to investigate? 

Yes! East London is so 
vibrant. It’s really 
rewarding to see the City 


change and grow, as well as 
meet local, passionate 
business owners. 

What about Angel or 
King’s Cross? 

I’m dying to check it out 
the new Dishoom in King’s 
Cross. I also love walking 
around Angel, and then by 
Regent’s Canal in the 
summer. 

Hype is a business, but do 
you still get a buzz out of 
finding new places? 

I think about how I used to 
feel as a Hype user and 
how excited I would be 
when I saw someplace new 
on the app. Now I get 
excited when I have 
something fresh to share 
with our users. 
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ANTON, THANKS TO SUTHERLAND LABS; 

READ THE FULL INTERVIEWS AT THERESIDENT.CO.UK 
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local feature 





DAN SYMONS 


RISE 

OF HYPE 

From independent shops to 
amazing street art. Hype 
celebrates everything that's 
great about local life. Visit 
hypeapp.co to see how you 
can download the app 
now. 


RIM A GARSYS 


ALEKSANDR PASEVIN 


CINDY LIBERMAN 
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She may have been part of the bigger world that’s 
EastEnders, but for Tracy-Ann Oberman the real 
magic happens in an intimate stage setting 


WORDS MARK KEBBLE 



SVEN ARNSTEIN 


the big interview 



■ Before her acting career took off, 
Tracy-Ann worked at the Almeida 


I don’t particularly believe in the supernatural, 
but this is very weird. Just as my conversation 
with Tracy-Ann Oberman veers onto the death 
of Isabella Blow, the editor and writer credited 
with discovering Alexander McQueen, the lights in 
our room go out. 

It’s not enough to knock my interviewee out of 
her stride, however, as she describes her joy at 
getting a chance to play Isabella on stage. T have 
always been interested in Alexander McQueen, and 
Isabella Blow in particular,’ she enthuses. ‘Also 
with the exhibition, Savage Beauty [at the V&A], 
opening, I think it is very 
interesting to see the play 
alongside that. McQueen was 
very visual, so it’s interesting to 
see this come alive.’ 

McQueen , written by James 
Phillips, is a journey into the 
visionary imagination and dark 
dream world of the world 
renowned designer. Set on a single London night, it 
steps into the fairytale landscape of McQueen’s 
mind, and one key aspect of the play brings in 
Isabella Blow, who herself had a tragic end to her 
life. ‘It’s the dead Isabella coming back and we see 
the conversation that I would imagine both she and 
McQueen would have wanted to have,’ Tracy-Ann 
reveals a little of the story. ‘It was said after 
Isabella’s death that he didn’t stop crying for two 
months. They had an odd relationship for the last 
few years of her life. She was obsessed with him 
and his clothes and she loved him dearly, but he was 
also very cruel to her - so I wonder whether there 
was a feeling of guilt that he had carried around 
with him.’ 

Talking relationships, the play sees Tracy-Ann 
come full circle by working with the director John 


Caird. ‘John gave me my first job out of drama 
school at the Royal Shakespeare Company in The 
Beggar s Opera and I haven’t worked with him 
since,’ she smiles. ‘It is important for me to do 
theatre. I do a lot of TV, and I write a lot now, but 
there is something about rehearsing a new play in 
particular that is really exciting. 
There’s something very 
alchemical about it - you put flesh 
on words and make a character 
live that, up to this point, only 
existed in the writer’s head. 

It’s very exciting.’ 

Looking at her CV, stage 
clearly has been important to 
Tracy-Ann, but screen roles stand out - and there’s 
no getting away from EastEnders. It’s a decade 
since she left the show, but not without leaving an 
indelible mark on the soap’s history, with her 
character Chrissie Watts killing off Dirty Den. 

‘When I auditioned for it, I didn’t know what I was 
auditioning for,’ she recalls whilst valiantly trying to 
open a window (the lighting may be off, but the 
heating certainly isn’t). ‘I was just told it was the 
wife of a well-established character, so I thought it 
was Ian Beale’s wife! I went for a screen test, got 
shortlisted, and I was cast in a big role within 
nine days.’ 

Landing the part, Tracy-Ann was thrust into the 
limelight, particularly at a time when the tabloids 
were hungry for soap star stories in the ipre-Big 
Brother days. ‘Going into a soap - and this is really 


There’s something very 
alchemical about 
rehearsing a new play, 
putting flesh on words 
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racy-Ann is a North 
ndoner through and 
through, including an 
arly stint selling 
t Camden Market! 


Tracy-Ann’s latest play promises 
to be a visual look at the world of 
Alexander McQueen 


true, particularly with something like EastEnders - 
is like jumping on a very fast moving train,’ she 
raises her eyebrows. ‘I literally had nine days to get 
my head around it and I had no time to process the 
fact that it was going to change my life. EastEnders 
is watched everywhere in the world - quite literally. 
We were in a tiny village in India once, where they 
had one TV between the whole village, and they 
used to watch EastEnders on the world service. 

I had to sit down with the entire village and 
talk about the murder of Dirty Den. It was 
quite remarkable.’ 

Rather than suffer any kind of typecasting, 
EastEnders opened countless doors for Tracy-Ann, 
including giving her the platform to pen the play 
Three Sisters on Hope Street in 2008, which went 
on to be critically acclaimed. 

Writing plays a key role in her 
career today - at the time of 
writing, her radio play Mrs 
Robinson , based on the making of 
The Graduate , was on the 
airwaves - and she somehow 
manages to juggle everything 
along with being a mother of one. Lucky, then, 
that McQueen offers a chance to work close to 
her North London home. 

‘I am a North Londoner bom and bred,’ she 
smiles wide. T love it, it’s like a warren, you are 
always going down different roads and finding little 
restaurants or clothes shops you have never seen 
before. I live very near to Camden and back in the 
day, in the 80s, I had a stall at Camden Lock where 
I used to sell second hand clothes and bric-a-brac. 
When I was a student I worked at the old Almeida - 
I was one of the ticket girls and that was so exciting. 


I had to sit down with 
an entire village in 
India and talk about 
Dirty Den 


Also when I was a student I 
worked at the Hampstead 
Theatre, where I used to work in 
the bar. To see how those theatres 
have grown is exciting. There’s 
such a creative buzz here.’ 

One of the production 
assistants for McQueen pokes her head round the 
door to ask if we can finish up. So, final question: 
what can we expect to see when McQueen opens on 
12 May? T think John is such a visual director and 
he’s making this a whole event: the set, the design, 
there’s music, it’s becoming a real theatrical 
experience rather than a linear narrative play.’ With 
that the room’s lights pop back on, an apt summary 
of what McQueen promises: prepare to be dazzled. 

McQueen runs from 12 May at St James Theatre, 12 Palace 
Street SW1E 5JA; 0844 264 2140; mcqueentheplay.com 
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Win a luxury holiday to the 



We invite you to Mahiki on Tuesday 9th June 
to discover luxury holidays in the Caribbean 

Join us from 6.30-8.30pm to be in with a chance of winning two luxury holidays to the Caribbean, 
enjoy cocktails and canapes, meet Essential Hotel Collection’s knowledgeable team to learn more 
about their Caribbean boutique hotels, plus leave with an amazing goodie bag. 



THE PRIZES 


The first holiday is an all-inclusive 7-night stay for two at Curtain Bluff Resort, Antigua 
including return flights with British Airways Club World Gatwick/Antigua. The second 
holiday is a 5-night stay for two at Jamaica Inn, Jamaica on full board basis. 


For details of how to book your £10 ticket (a donation will go to the CTO 
Foundation Charity), visit theresident.co.uk 
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{WHAT TO BUY AND HOW TO STYLE IT } 



MAKING AN ENTRANCE 

Welcome to the world of Celia Sawyer Luxury Interiors 

If you ever wondered what kind of look A-listers go for inside their homes, then take a 
peek at the work of Celia Sawyer. Although no names are mentioned, her clients are top 
of the pile when it comes to stand-out residences - and we take a look at her latest North 
London project. If that gets you hot under the collar, then you’ll enjoy our al fresco 
special as Kara O’Reilly explores ways to make the most out of your garden. 



























HEART OF 
THE MATTER 

The kitchen has long been regarded as the hub of the home ; something 
Vicky Shudell and Emma Hood know only too well 

Words DANISEGELBAUM 


Vicky Shudell and Emma 
Hood pictured at the recent 
10th anniversary party 




I t’s a bit of a good cop, bad cop 
thing...’ Now, perhaps Starsky & 
Hutch come to mind, or even DCI 
Gene Hunt and DI Sam Tyler, but 
possibly not the duo who currently 
oversee the very successful Funktional 
Kitchens business. But Vicky Shudell, 
who launched the company with her 
husband a decade ago, insists that’s how 
things work between her and business 
partner, Emma Hood. 

‘I am very business minded,’ Vicky 
continues. ‘Because I have been in the 
business for so long for various 
companies, any sort of aspect or question 
to do with kitchens I can answer. I am 
confident in what we can do - and what 
we should do. Emma is very organised, 
whereas I do everything at 1 OOmph. She 
doesn’t make any mistakes. We work 
very well together, and it gives you 
peace of mind to be that way.’ 

The three of us are seated in 
Funktional Kitchens’ Cross Street outlet, 


TOM DUNKLEY 



homes 



which opened in 2009 and came after a 
flourishing first four years in Crouch 
End. As their name suggests, they 
believe what’s most important when it 
comes to a kitchen is that it’s functional. 
But what of the spelling? fit is the 
German way of spelling,’ Vicky reveals. 
‘We saw it in all the catalogues we were 
reading [at the time of launching]. We 
just thought it was perfect as it was 
funky and fun. It was something a 
little different.’ 

It was one aspect that initially helped 
them to stand out from the rather busy 
kitchen company crowd, but meeting the 
two you get a real sense of the 
personable service you’ll encounter if 
making use of their expertise - 
something that garnered them high praise 
over the past ten years. Part of their 
approach is to make sure a particular 
design will fit in with someone’s 
lifestyle. ‘It needs to work and it needs 
to flow, but it also needs to look good,’ 


Emma says. ‘Everybody wants different 
things and has different ideas, so it’s a 
matter of working with a client. They 
may have quirky ideas that could look 
great, but actually wouldn’t be practical 
or functional. It’s about trying to let 
people have some 
input and show their 
artistic flair, without 
you saying as a 
designer “this is the 
only option for you”. 

We have many 
different brands that 
we sell, so we are not 
restricted to one design.’ 

The two showrooms work in perfect 
harmony with each other. An example is 
when you look at what’s in with kitchens 
right now. Traditional cabinetry is 
currently a major trend within kitchen 
design, but when the Islington showroom 
was opened in 2009 it was all about 
modem cabinetry - the two showrooms 


offer both, in a variety of colours of 
styles. ‘People like the idea that they are 
not locked into one type of cabinetry,’ 
Emma adds. ‘We try to develop the 
company to have a variety of choice.’ 

A decade down the line, does Vicky 
still have the same 
enthusiasm as she did 
when Funktional 
Kitchens first 
launched? ‘Every day 
is different,’ she 
muses. ‘Each project 
is different. One 
person might not be 
ready to make decisions for a couple of 
months, whereas another might be ready 
to go straight away. So you need to be 
able to juggle different things within this 
job.’ Good cop, bad cop? It’s a double 
dose of good in our book. 

42 Cross Street N1 2BA; 020 7359 4041; 
funktionalkitchens.co.uk 


The kitchen needs to 
work and it needs to 
flow, hut it also needs 
to look good 
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Indian Ocean 


INSPIRATIONAL OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
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Available in Home on LG 
Selfridges Oxford Street, London 
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FOUR SIGHT 

Luxury interior designer Celia Sawyer may be a TV star now, 
but give her a blank canvas to transform any day of the week 

Words MARK KEBBLE 


R ather aptly considering I am 
talking about interior design 
with Celia Sawyer, the term 
‘opening doors’ keeps cropping 
up. After all, this is the woman with 
quite a diverse career trajectory to where 
she finds herself today: first working as a 
dental nurse, before creating her first 
business as a photographer’s agent after 
a stint as a model and in turn helping her 


clients to work on lucrative campaigns 
for advertising agencies like Saatchi & 
Saatchi, before interior design caught her 
eye. ‘I believe in life when one door 
closes, another one opens, and 
everything in my career has led me to 
this point,’ Celia smiles. 

Celia Sawyer Luxury Interiors boasts 
a portfolio across the globe. Although 
she doesn’t specifically name anyone, 
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you get the sense that she has worked 
with proper A-listers - and the fact she 
mentions Bishop’s Avenue in Hampstead 
as one of her favourite areas in North 
London suggests the type of properties 
she is used to working with. The latest in 
her North London portfolio, featured 
here, is rather stunning. The elegant 
stucco fagade reveals exceptional living 
space, including five family bedrooms, 
grand reception rooms, staff 
accommodation and an impressive 
leisure area that includes a swimming 
pool, Jacuzzi and steam room - and all 
from scratch. ‘I had to turn an empty 
shell into a warm, comfortable yet 
glamorous home,’ she recounts, ‘one that 
would work for a couple or a family.’ 

There’s plenty to admire in the final 
result - but we just have to start with the 
leisure suite. ‘That’s fantastic,’ Celia 
agrees, ‘as it dominates the lower ground 
floor and has some great spaces for 
swimming, relaxing, socialising etc. In a 
house of this calibre it is essential that it 
offers the owner an experience that you 
would only otherwise achieve in the best 
spa in the world. I divided the room so 
that there was a relaxation area, a games 
area and a general seating area, and 
loved to incorporate a star piece in this 
room to add that je ne sais quoi. This 
was in the form of “Frozen Water”, two 
pieces of unique glass sculptures that are 
really organic in shape. I placed those > 


homes 
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www.themortarboys.com 

From drawing board to sign-off, we do the lot. An Anglo-Polish building partnership, we combine first class craftsmanship 
with 24/7 communication and accounting. References always provided and on-site inspections actively encouraged. 

Call now for a Free and no obligation quote: Gary 07775 576 195 / Andrzej 07825 986135 / info@themortarboys.com 



Unit 12A, Shaftesbury Centre, 85 Barlby Road, London, W10 6BN | T. 0208 9684746 | E. info@ownldn.com 
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onto custom-made lightboxes so the 
glass lights up from underneath, causing 
a really beautiful effect. They look like 
they’re floating.’ 

Whatever room you head into 
something catches your eye, whether it’s 
the colours or fabrics, or a particularly 
rare accessory. ‘I have built up an 
excellent little black book of suppliers 
from around the globe over the years,’ 
Celia says on where she sources objects 
from. ‘I always look out for unique 
pieces - and as I’m a dealer on Four 
Rooms on Channel 4, I’m always on the 
look out for something special.’ What 
exactly does she look for? ‘Something 
that I haven’t seen before that really 


catches my eye. It needs to spur on an 
emotion inside me so that I just have to 
have it. It’s rare, but it does happen. 
When it does no-one gets in my way!’ 

The living space 
towards the rear of the 
home has been 
divided into two areas, 
to allow for a formal 
end and more relaxed 
social space, with a 
baby grand piano for 
entertaining. Harmony is created by 
Celia through continuity of rich fabrics 
and mood in both ends. ‘I love mixing 
different fabrics and textures,’ she 
enthuses. ‘Get the fabrics right and you 


are halfway there. For me, rich tones, 
velvets, leather, suedes against lacquered 
woods and metallics create the right 
mood and offer total elegance.’ Other 
highlights include the luxury master suite 
with his ‘n’ hers marble bathrooms and 
walk-in dressing rooms, and a practical 
study situated on the ground floor of the 
property boasting heavy shelving with 
luxury accessories, a black croc desk and 
rock-inspired chairs, creating the 
ultimate gentlemanly workspace. 

This property on Avenue Road marks 
a decade since Celia turned her attentions 
to interior design, so 
how has the industry 
changed? ‘The internet 
makes things a lot 
easier,’ she considers, 
‘you have no excuses 
not to find the best of 
the best. With the rise 
of the internet you have a global 
shopping village in front of you.’ After 
ah, as one door closes, another one will 
undoubtedly open. 

See the full portfolio at celiasawyer.com 


I love mixing fabrics 
and textures. Get the 
fabrics right and you’re 
halfway there 
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Alfresco 

LIVING 

Make your garden sparkle this summer with 
our pick of the best outdoor buys 

Story KARA O’REILLY 


KOCKCOCO 

outdoor 
chandelier, 
£439, from 
fatboy.com 




Melamine cups by Rice, £17 for 
six, from smallable.com 
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Table and six chair set 
(two not shown) from the 
Verona Collection, £999, 
marksandspencer.com > 
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Cayman dining table from 
Barlow Tyrie, £ 625.50, p 
worldof teak. 111 M 


MODERN CLASSICS 


Lantern by Lene Bjerre, £57, from 
absoluteabode.com 


Ice Queen outdoor 
chandelier, £1,210, 
lukuhome.co.uk 


Swirl tea light holder, £2.50, 
from oliverbonas.com 


kettle barbecue, £259.99, 
from weberbbq.co.uk 


Nautilus Love Seat, £1,995, 
from indian-ocean.co.uk 
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Crouch End 

128 Crouch Hill 
London N8 9DY 
Telephone 020 8341 2020 


Islington 

42 Cross Street 
London N1 2BA 
Telephone 020 7359 4041 





































































AYRTON 

WINDOWS & DOORS 



Window shopping 


Replacing beautiful 
timber windows and 
doors, beautifully 



www.ayrtonbespoke.com 



Telephone 020 8877 8920 

Email enquiries@ayrtonbespoke.com 

406 Merton Road, London SW18 5AD 
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Black, white and read 

Stylist Hilary Robertson reveals how a 
monochrome home isn't simply black 
and white in her inspiring new book. 
Visiting some elegant residences, she 
shows how sticking to a palette that 
ranges from jet black to ice white - and 
the 50 shades of grey in between - can 
result in sophisticated room schemes 
that have surprisingly different moods. 
Monochrome Home: Elegant Interiors in 
Black and White by Hilary Robertson, 
with photographs by Pia Ulin (Ryland, 
Peters & Small, £25) is available to 
readers of The Resident for the special 
price of £18 (inc p&p) by telephoning 
Macmillan Direct on 01256 302 699 and 
quoting GLR CN4 


HOMES 

NOTEBOOK 


Kara O’Reilly on the latest design news 



CHIC 


Ex-fashionista Fiona Ellis - th 
model agent who spotted Erin O'C 
and Alek Wek, amongst others - 
serious style credentials. She is p 
them to good use in her new ven 
Brave Boutique (braveboutique.co. 
an online interiors emporium th( 
she has launched with her 
partner, the artist Scott 
Hendrie. 



ALK SHOW 

This is turning out to be design 
duo Eley Kishimotdsyear. 
Long-known in the fashion 
world for their inspired use of 
print ; they have recently been 
turning their talents to interiors 
and on y June they are the 
headline act at the summer 


series of on-going design talks 
and events at interior institution 
Heals. Seeheals.co.uk/events 



Mini Trend: Retro Graphics 


WiWAI 

LWAWd 

IVAVAVd 

LVaWM 



L 



Between The Lines tea towels, £26 for 
two, aboveandbeyond.london 


Zoe Attwell linen cushion, £57, 
quirk.co.uk 


Bell bottom lamp with Haddon 
Shade, £130, wintersmoon.co.uk 


P.L.U.T.O. wallpaper, £55 per 
10m roll, minimoderns.com 
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TOM PARKER BOWLES 

Why top chefs are happy to find a home within London’s best hotels 


T hey were the breeding grounds for gastronomic 
greatness: the grand hotel kitchen was the 
fiercely beating heart of high-end eating. Their 
patron saint was, of course, Auguste Escoffier, 
the culinary titan. Alongside Cesar Ritz (whom he met 
at the Hotel Nationale in Lucerne), he introduced 
brigade de cuisine at The Savoy, and went on to wow 
at The Ritz in Paris, before returning to London and 
the Carlton Hotel. 

Today, the brigades might have slimmed down, but 
many of the world’s most famous chefs are still 
happily residing in London’s grandest hotels. Marco 
Pierre White may have left The Oak Room at Le 
Meridien Piccadilly at the peak of his Michelin starred 
magnificence, and Gordon Ramsay checked out of 
Claridge’s last year, but Alain Ducasse at The 
Dorchester has a heady three Michelin stars, while 
Marcus Wareing’s eponymous place, Marcus, at The 
Berkeley has two, alongside Helene Darroze at The 
Connaught and Dinner by Heston Blumenthal at the 
Mandarin Oriental. One starrers are represented by the 
likes of Lera at Claridge’s, Galvin at Windows, Alyn 
Williams at The Westbury and Outlaw’s at The 
Capital. Line chefs all. 

Many of my favourite hotel places, though, are 
resolutely unstarred. In the case of John Williams at 
The Ritz, it’s a disgrace. Here is a supremely talented 
chef, cooking exquisite modern haute cuisine 
to the very highest level, in one of the most 
wonderfully gilded dining rooms in London. And 
those half-wits at Michelin continue to ignore him. 



Theo Randall overcomes a rather cold dining room 
at The Intercontinental to serve up some of the finest 
regional Italian tucker in town, while the legendary 
Pierre Koffmann at The Berkeley is still at the very 
top of his game. The Goring is unashamedly old 
school English, while Hix Mayfair offers a more 
modem take on our native gmb. Typing Room at 
Bethnal Green’s Town Hall Hotel is more modern still, 
but chef Lee Westcott has massive talent. As does 
Sophie Michell at Pont Street at Belgraves. Add in the 
gloriously ornate China Tang at The Dorchester (high 
end Cantonese, with a price to match), and it’s clear 
that the hotel dining room is still in fine fettle. 

Ok, so there are still a profusion of corporate 
hellholes with their ghastly chicken Caesar salads and 
hellish hamburgers. But as ever with London, the 
mediocre sits side by side with the marvellous. The 
hotel restaurant continues to thrive, albeit sans the vast 
battalions. Escoffier would be proud. 


THE ANGEL RESIDENT RECOMMENDS 


Great Northern Hotel 

Not one, not two, but three wonderful 
restaurants make this a stand-out in the 
King's Cross revolution. Mark Sargeant 
creates the menus at Plum & Spilt Milk, 
GNH Bar and Kiosk - and we love them all. 
King’s Cross Station, Pancras Road 
NIC 4TB; 020 3388 0800; gnhlondon.com 


South Place 

More double your money as this City hotel 
is home to the laid-back 3 South Place 
and terrific Angler, the Michelin-starred 
seafood restaurant with a menu by 
Executive Chef Tony Fleming. 

3 South Place EC2M 2AF; 020 3503 0000; 
southplacehotel.com 


The Zetter 

Bistrot Bruno Loubet gave us many 
happy nights out, but now it's all 
changed - Grain Store Unleashed has 
literally just opened its doors. Excited? 
You better believe it. 

86-88 Clerkenwell Road EC1M 5RJ; 
020 7324 4444; thezetter.com 
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Happy hours 

Experimental Group is all set to 
open Joyeux Bordel on Curtain 
Road. Joyeux Bordel will have 
a vintage sound system with 
an emphasis on vinyl and a 
cocktail list of significant 
importance - expect twists on 
classics, punches and an 
extensive champagne list. The 
Experimental Group is the 
collective minds behind some 
of Paris, New York, and Ibiza's 
best bars and restaurants, not 
forgetting London's 
Experimental Cocktail Club. 

147 Curtain Road EC2A 3QE; 
joyeuxbordel.com 


Fishing for more 


The Fish & Chip Shop on Upper 
Street has quickly become a 
favourite of locals and the media 
alike, which meant it was not a 
surprise when a second incarnation 
of the posh modem day seafood 
restaurant opened in the City. Now, 
just in time for the warmer weather, 
that branch has opened a terrace - 
can there be anything better than 
enjoying proper fish and chips 
outdoors in the sun? 

Dashwood House, 69 Old Broad Street 
EC2M IQS; 020 7920 9103; 
thefishandchipshop.uk.com 


China, cocktails and cigars are all on the menu 


EASTERN 

PROMISE 


Our book of the month is undoubtedly 
Chinese Unchopped by Jeremy Pang, 
the acclaimed teacher and School of Wok 
founder. Starting with the Chinese kitchen 
essentials, the book moves through six 
chapters outlining the fundamental 
techniques in Chinese cooking. 
Chinese Unchopped is out on 
4 June, £19.99 


FOOD 

NOTEBOOK 


Smokes and mirrors 

Winston Churchill, John F. Kennedy, Jack Nicholson: 

great men and even greater cigars have always 
gone together. It is why champagne and cigar bar 
Voltaire has launched a series of themed monthly 
cigar-tasting sessions with renowned specialist 
Hunters & Frankau. The next event will be held on 29 
June and is themed around champagne pairing. 
19 North Bridge Street EC4V 6DB; 020 7438 8059; 

voltairebar.com 


Following the success of its sister 
restaurant on Sloane Square, The 
Botanist has a new City venue that 
occupies 7,986 sqft split over two levels. 
A raised dining area, bar and al_fresco 
terrace on the ground,floor will cater for a 
total of 158 covers. Downstairs, the Soda 
Room will open until 2am Wednesday 
Saturday with pre-bookable booths, a 
dancefloor and live DJs. Broadgate Circle 
EC2M2QS; 020 3508 9888; 
thebotanistlondon.com 


CITY SLICKER 
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YOU’RE SPOILING 
US, AMBASSADOR 

No-one has done more for bringing Peruvian food into London’s 
public consciousness than Martin Morales - but it’s just the start 

Words MARK KEBBLE 


M artin Morales has quite a 
CV. He worked for Steve 
Jobs running iTunes Pan 
Europe, before going on to 
head up Disney Music, all the while 
maintaining a very successful DJing 
career at weekends - but in 2010 he 
decided to leave it all behind. 4 1 came to 
a point where I had achieved all I wanted 
to achieve,’ he says on that monumental 
decision. ‘It was amazing the kind of 
people I had worked with, but I asked 
myself what I was going to do with the 
rest of my life. I just felt my Peruvian 
culture needed me at that point.’ 


Martin has had a passion for cooking 
since the age 11, regaling me with stories 
of watching his great aunts at work in 
the kitchen back in 
Peru. When he came 
to the UK in his teens, 
it was food that helped 
him to settle. ‘It was a 
culture shock,’ he 
laughs, ‘but cooking 
kept me going. I 
would cook for friends 
and family, and I would make new 
friends through my dishes. Also, there 
were the regular calls made to my great 


aunts, who encouraged me to do well 
and to take the opportunity to make the 
most of my life in the UK.’ 

Which brings us to 
2010. ‘When I told my 
friends at Apple and 
Disney, they said I was 
mad! ’ Martin says on 
the decision to launch 
his own restaurant 
dedicated to Peruvian 
food. ‘When I started 
doing supper clubs and pop-up 
restaurants, many in the food industry 
said I hadn’t been a chef for 20 years and 


Even the Peruvians in 
London said what I 
was trying to achieve 
was impossible 
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Lomo Saltaoo 
HuevoCriollo 
Duncan’s Pisco 
Punch 


PISCO SOUR 
Don Ceviche 
Tequenos De 
A ji De Gallina 



had not been a restaurateur, so I was 
going to fail. Even the Peruvians in 
London said what I was trying to achieve 
was impossible. “Martin,” they’d say to 
me, “this is a cold country, you can’t sell 
raw fish...” People said it simply 
wouldn’t work.’ 

But it did. Ceviche Soho was an 
astonishing breath of fresh air. ‘These 
were flavours that people had never 
eaten before,’ Martin recalls on the initial 
response, ‘and the dishes were unique 
and healthy.’ Londoners were soon 
hooked, leading to Martin opening a 
sister restaurant, Andina, in Shoreditch, 
and a cookbook, Ceviche: Peruvian 
Kitchen , was published in 2013. 

Today, however, we are talking in 
Ceviche Old Street, which the week 
prior to this chat had quite a launch 
party. Formerly the Alexandra Trust 


Dining Rooms, this 
historical building was 
perfect for continuing 
Martin’s Peruvian 
mission - and it’s not 
Ceviche Soho, part two. ‘The menu, the 
drinks, it’s much larger... ’ Martin rattles 
off some of the differences. ‘We have 
been inspired by the history of the site 
and we have thought about what food 
was like back in the Victorian era 
in Peru.’ 

Perusing the menu is, indeed, a 
fascinating read. There’s Torreja de 
Sesos (lamb’s brain fritters, tomato and 
rocoto chilli jam), which ‘we found in a 
1908 book on Peruvian gastronomy’ 
Martin explains; Jalea de Anguila is a 
nod to a traditional Peruvian dish of eel 
- ‘The Victorians ate a lot of eel,’ Martin 
says - which is served up with amarillo 
chilli tartare, crispy garlic and salsa 
criolla; and, of course, a whole array of 
ceviche dishes, with the Ceviche del Dia 
promising the freshest fish possible with 
celery, red onion, plantain chifles, sweet 


potato and classic tiger’s milk. 

A hundred years ago, Alexandra Trust 
Dining Rooms were known for being a 
haven for local people and it’s a message 
Martin is keen to get across with 
Ceviche Old Street. They have gone as 
far as to brew their own craft beer with 
the local Hammerton Brewery - ‘That’s 
been a dream of mine,’ Martin enthuses 
- but it’s also about taking his love for 
Peruvian culture even further with an art 
gallery on site too. ‘I have always been 
fascinated with breaking down barriers 
between food and art, music and art, 
food and music... The lines are being 
blurred and that’s what I am most 
fascinated about,’ Martin says. ‘We 
opened the doors to Peruvian food, but 
this is just the beginning. I like that 
ambassadorial role of raising the profile 
of Peruvian food and getting people to 
be interested in it. I am really excited 
about what the future holds.’ 

2 Baldwin Street EC1V 9NU; 020 3327 9463; 
cevicheuk.com 
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YOUR BIG SPRING 
ADVENTURE 

Breathtaking coastline, country walks, 
award-winning gardens and adventure 
activities including the FIRST Pier to shore 
Zip Wire experience and the UK's biggest 
FREE wheels-themed family event, 
all within easy reach. 

For short breaks, make Bournemouth 
your base this spring. 

For full details go to: 

BOUMEMOUTH.CO.UK/SPRMC 




COLOUR 

i , 

LIFE! 



mum 




CANONBURY KITCHEN 
OFFERS BOTH A TRADITIONAL 
& CONTEMPORARY FRESH 
STYLE OF ITALIAN COOKING 


Canonbury 

Kitchen 

Italia 


19 Canonbury Lane 
Islington London 
N1 2 AS 
020 7226 9791 

www.canonburykitchen.com 
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BIBIGO 

Words MARK KEBBLE 


W hen Alan Yau 

opened Naamyaa 
Cafe on St John 
Street alongside 
the ever busy Jamie’s Italian, I 
felt it was the perfect antithesis 
to its boisterous next door 
neighbour. Small, quiet and with 
little flamboyance in the design, 
the food really did the talking 
and to this day I am convinced I 
have not had a spicier meal than I had at 
Naamyaa Cafe. It was a winner in my eyes - and 
then shut down less than two years later. 

Not much has been mentioned as to the 
reason why, but there is certainly nothing 
wrong with the site, as Bibigo shows. Owned 
by CJ, Korea’s biggest food company, Bibigo 
Islington is its second London restaurant to join 
the many dotted around the globe. There’s a 
demand for the healthy and fresh food it’s 
known for, and my wife and I found the setting 
to be really rather nice, with the open kitchen 
adding drama and the chill out music helping to 
massage away the stresses of the day. 

The food started very well, but petered out a 
little disappointingly. After being mocked by 
the wife about my habit of always choosing 
squid, I ignored that option for the deep fried 
cuttlefish, which was a satisfying alternative, 



COST 

There’s no starter, main, and dessert 
feel to the men u, so the price will 
depend on your appetite. 

GOOD FOR... 

Fresh, healthy Korean food, and a 
wide variety at that. 

WHAT TO EAT... 

The Bulgogi is a real na tio nal 
treasure, a grilled BBQ dish, but on 
this occasion the cheapest dish of the 
night was the best: the sweet and spicy 
rice cakes. 

WHAT TO KNOW... 

) bu can also come injust for a drink 
at the elegant bar area, which serves 
up cockta ils based o n Soju (Ko rea 's 
most pop ula r sp ir it) alo ng with a 
whole host of alcoholic arid non- 
alcoholic choices. 

RESIDENT RATING 

★ ★★★★ 


Korean food is renowned 
for its fresh 
Ihealthy approach 


and Karen’s endive and pear 
salad was a real palate cleanser. 
But it was the rather simple 
sounding sweet and spicy rice 
cake with sweet potatoes, glazed 
with Kohot sauce, which was 
most impressive. 

We made an error of 
judgment ordering two pancake dishes to 
follow - a seafood and courgette version 
respectively - and the seafood one in particular 
was a little too greasy for our liking. The 
Korean black pudding caught my eye, served 
with glass noodles and pork, and was an 
intriguingly different dish, if a little too salty, 
and my slow cooked pork belly was good, 
nothing more. 

This is a great spot in Angel and I hope 
Bibigo settles in as well as Jamie Oliver did. 
There were a couple of teething issues - the 
waiting staff were friendly, but didn’t come to 
the table until we made eye contact even if we 
had clearly finished a course - but the signs 
look promising that this will ultimately please 
the foodies of Islington. 

407 St John Street EC1V 4AB; 020 3696 4118; 
bibigouk.com 
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THE PERFECT 
COUNTRY WEEKEND 

Less than an hour from London , Stoke Park offers 
visitors a memorable escape from the big smoke 

Words VICKY MAYER 



J ulian Fellowes may have called 
time on Downton Abbey but 
thankfully the world of luxurious 
country houses lives on at Stoke 
Park. Less than an hour from the centre of 
London, this magnificent country hotel is 
just the ticket for a romantic weekend or 
midweek spa break with friends. 

Set amongst 300 acres of parkland, the 
estate offers lucky guests traditional or 
contemporary rooms, a huge spa, pool, 

13 tennis courts and an award-winning 
27 hole golf course. Add to that three 
restaurants and you’ll see why 
there’s no need to go anywhere else. 

Arriving on a Friday afternoon 
after a particularly tough week, 

Stoke Park’s friendly staff soon 
eased us into a chilled weekend. We 
opted to stay in the main house 
where the rooms are unashamedly 
plush and traditional. In the Coke 
Suite, I slept on a huge four poster 
bed and marvelled at the size of the 
bathroom - big enough to house a 
London studio. Outside, the huge 


terrace overlooks the golf course and on a 
bright summer’s day you could easily sit 
here with a glass of champagne and 
watch the world go by. 

For now, however, there was more to 
do at Stoke Park. Before dinner I had 
booked in for an anti-ageing facial at the 
hotel’s health and beauty spa. Using 
Thalgo products, my facialist left my skin 
feeling super clean but also much softer 
than usual. The spa is popular with hotel 
guests and locals alike so if you’re 
staying for the weekend, book ahead. 


By 8pm the stresses and strains of the 
week were fading fast and talk at dinner 
in the elegant dining room at Humphry’s 
was of moving to the country. The 
restaurant has three well-deserved AA 
rosettes with stand-out dishes on the 
night including my perfectly cooked 
venison steak and a moreish raspberry 
souffle with cheesecake ice cream. 

Saturday arrived in a flash and after 
breakfast we took a big walk around the 
estate, marvelling at the formal gardens 
and sheer luxury of being somewhere 
you can breathe and have acres of 
space to yourself. 

Stoke Park is a truly magical 
destination, whether you’re looking 
for a special place for a romantic 
weekend or simply a break with 
friends or family. It’s an easy, 
friendly place to visit with so much 
to do you’ll find yourself booking a 
return visit before you’ve even left. 

Stoke Park, Park Road, Stoke Poges, 
Buckinghamshire SL2 4PG; 01753 717 171; 
stokepark.com 
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iNOTES 


Ambe 


The stunning exterior transports 
you back in time 


Amberley Castle is part of the 
Andrew Brownsword Hotels group 
and a member of Relais & Chateaux. 
Overnight stays at Amberley Castle 
start from £165 for a double room on 
a B&B basis. For further information 
visit relaischateaux.com/ 
amberley or call 0800 
0825 10 20 




TO THE 
MANOR BORN 

Live like a Lord for the weekend at East Sussex’s 
magnificent Amberley Castle 

Words VICKY MAYER 


S ummer in the city can be fim, 
but often frazzling too. So if 
you’re in need of a little R&R 
and an escape to the country, 
head to Amberley Castle in West Sussex, 
a luxurious hotel set in 12 acres of 
formal gardens where you’ll get the 
chance to unwind 
from the moment you 
park your car. 

Built in 1103, 

Amberley Castle was 
first used as a hunting 
lodge, later being 
transformed into the 
manor house you’ll find today. Here 
guests can enjoy staying in this mini 
medieval castle where antiques and luxe 
fabrics complement the antiquity of the 
hotel. With only 19 bedrooms, Amberley 
Castle has a boutique feeling where 
guests are encouraged to kick back over 
a two or three night stay. 


One of the hotel’s biggest draws is its 
magnificent dining room. In the 12th 
Century Queen’s Room at the heart of 
the castle, you’ll get to sample the 
refined cooking of Head Chef Robby 
Jenks who has created a delicious, 
original menu, using local produce, 
complemented by 
modern European 
influences. Stand out 
dishes include lamb 
shoulder with a pea 
puree and balsamic 
dressing and the 
moreish rhubarb and 
apple tart with mascarpone and 
orange blossom. 

It’s not just foodies who will love 
Amberley Castle. Guests are encouraged 
to try out new activities such as archery, 
trout fishing, hot air ballooning and even 
medieval axe throwing whilst they are 
there. Golf and tennis fans are catered 


With only 19 
bedrooms, this mini 
medieval castle has a 
boutique feeling 


for too with an 18-hole putting course 
and picturesque tennis courts. 

On the doorstep you will find the 
glorious South Downs National Park, 
perfect for a big country walk or a horse 
riding trip. But if that all sounds just too 
energetic, you could always just take tea 
on the lawns of the hotel and meet the 
resident peacocks and alpacas. 


The dining room is 
a major attraction 
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APPLE OF YOUR EYE 

Whether you are looking for an activity-filled break or just to sit back and 
relax, the Stoke by Nayland Country Lodges have it covered 



R usset, Bramley, Crispin, 

Cox, Scarlett, Pimpernel, 
Worcester, Permain, 

Laxton and Fortune... All 
varieties of apple, yes, but in a 
charming nod to Stoke by Nayland 
Hotel, Golf & Spa’s history as a 
farming site, they are also names of 
the hotel’s Country Lodges. 

The ten stunning Country Lodges 
are located in a secluded spot on the 
edge of the Stoke by Nayland Hotel 
complex, overlooking lakes and a 
championship golf course. The site of the 
lodges belonged to the War Agricultural 
Department in 1950 and housed a 
working Women’s Land Army Hostel 
during the Second World War. The 
original water tower from the WLA 
Hostel has been restored and takes pride 
of place in the centre of the lodges’ site, 
giving unique historical depth to this 
beautiful location - perfect for your next 
stylish, romantic retreat. 

The decor is attractive and the overall 
feeling cosy with all the mod-cons you 
could want from self-catering 
accommodation. You’ll enjoy 
picturesque views of beautiful Suffolk 
countryside from wraparound balconies. 


The lodges may be self-catering, but 
that doesn’t mean you have to rely on 
summoning up your inner Jamie Oliver 
every night. You have access to a 
takeaway menu of delicious dishes 
prepared at Stoke by Nayland Hotel, all 
hand delivered straight to your door. 
Even better, we found, was the in-lodge 
private dining service available to book: 
a chef will come to you and prepare you 
a meal of your choice. Talk about 
comfort food! 

There’s only so much putting your 
feet up and letting others wait on you 
until your mind craves a little more 
stimulation, and there’s plenty of that 
around Stoke by Nayland Hotel. You can 
do as we did and set out to explore the 
local area in your car. Perhaps a trip to 
Colchester Zoo is in order, or you could 


visit the market town of Sudbury or 
historic Lavenham? If you are 
blessed with good weather, then a 
visit to the Suffolk coastal towns of 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe and 
South wold is a must. You’ll find the 
most picturesque beaches in the UK 
in this area. 

If, however, your idea of a break 
is to do as little as possible, then 
Stoke by Nayland Hotel has plenty 
to keep you happy. As a Country Lodge 
guest you have access to incredible 
facilities at the nearby Stoke by Nayland 
Hotel including a 2AA Rosette 
restaurant, a luxurious spa and high-tech 
gym. There’s the 18m indoor pool at 
your disposal, and their two 
championship golf courses are sure to 
excite the most avid of golfers, but for 
those who are thinking of something a 
little more on the relaxing tip, then the 
hotel also has a sanarium, Jacuzzi, and 
steam room. What’s more, you can take 
advantage of discounts off spa days in 
Peake Spa. We loved it all. Apple of our 
eye? Without a doubt. 

Price start from £310 for a penthouse lodge. 

For details of special offers and more, 
visit stokebynayland.com 
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Get away to Sibton Park 

and live like Lords in a luxurious country house 



Do you dream of a country house, with grand rooms filled with laughter, and 
staff attending to your every need? Hidden in the English countryside, the house 
comes complete with a chef, butler, housekeeping staff and 12 bedrooms to choose 
from, with a further 20 bedrooms on the Estate; ensuring you enjoy the classic 
country-house experience only two hours from central London. 

For more information visit wildernessreserve.com or call +44 (0)20 7484 5700 



wildernessreserve.com 





"Fast, fun and devastatingly effective 
at sculpting legs, backside and 
above all , the stomach" standard 




DYNAMIC PILATES, HiiT, TRX, PT, PHYSIO, SPORTS MASSAGE 


1 19-121 Middlesex Street, London El 7JF 
36-38 Hatton Garden, London EC1N 8EB 


www.tenpilates.com info@tenpilates.com 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


* 






REGAL 

FEELING 


Situated on Clerkenwell Road, 
Easton Regal is a great salon stop 
for busy Islington residents. After a 
very natural set of highlights, owner 
Bryn then worked his magic on my 
fine hair and I left feeling very 
happy with my choppy bob. 

020 7250 1441; j 

I eastonregal.com ^ 


HEALTH ©FITNESS 

NOTEBOOK 


New launches for all walks of life 


Offering plenty 

Europe's largest holistic membership 
programme for fitness, wellness and health 
classes has launched across North London. 
Somuchmore allows its members to attend an 
unlimited amount of classes in the finest studios 
around, all for a monthly fee of just £89. 

Find out further information at 
somuchmore.co.uk 


ITALIAN JOB 

Not only canyon visit the gym 
and feelgood, but thanks to 
O Bags North London you can 
look stylish too, with designs that 
are colourful and customisable. 
obagnorthlondon.co.uk 





Life control 

Sonja Shah-Williams is a BSc (Hons) qualified Ayurvedic Therapist based 
in North London, passionately committed to helping her clients to 
alleviate modern day stress, prevent and manage chronic ailments 
such as obesity and Type 2 diabetes, and understand the cause and 
effect mechanisms involved in all health issues. So if you seek a long 
term solution to the likes of stress, insomnia, fatigue, skin problems and 
digestive imbalance, contact Sonja to arrange a consultation. 

Full details can be found at anala.co.uk 


wellbeing 

3 of the best 

TENNIS WEAR 



As you head into the third set, you'll still 
feel fresh thanks to ASICS' ventilation 
system that never stops working. 

asics.com 



A pioneering collaboration between Y-3 
and adidas offers a classic look with the 
advances of performance technology. 

adidas.com 



The new Nike Tennis ColorDry Polo 
combines performance innovation with 
modern style. 

nike.com 
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LONDON 



SUMMER..! 5 


PR.IMR.OSE HILL TEL: 02077222478 ISLINGTON TEL: 02077040043 


nnn.spiceshu.co.uk 
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TWINKLE 
LITTLE STAR 



As she launches a new website, jewellery designer Sara Hartley 
reflects on 20 years of all kinds of commissions, both big and small 


Words PHILLIPA RUST 


T alk about a contrast. Sarah 
Hartley, the North London 
jewellery designer, has quickly 
become a home-grown success 
story through her intricate and thoughtful 
jewellery, with her work most notably 
being commissioned to be worn by Halle 
Berry for her role in the James Bond 
film, Die Another Day. However, her 
most recent project is a collection 
affectionately named ‘Times’, an 
assortment of whimsical characters in 
sterling silver, gold and plated rose-gold, 
designed into tiny trinkets. 

The inspiration for the collection 
came from a desire to have a piece of 
jewellery to signify and remind Sara of 
her two young children. ‘I decided I 
wanted to design something that would 
bring out individual type characters, and 
so that’s where it kicked off,’ she 
explains. ‘You can create your own 
necklace - it doesn’t have to represent 
your child - it can be your sister, your 
friend, your brother... ’ 

Sara’s eyes light up as she describes 
her childhood and love for anything 
small. ‘I used to get tiny little tins, and I 
would make little things and people with 
plates of food and chairs and beds,’ she 
grins. ‘Whenever I try and make 


anything on a large scale it’s never quite 
the same.’ 

Sara has spent the majority of the last 
20 years creating new and exciting 
designs, including beautiful hand-crafted 
engagement rings, and now has a men’s 
range in the works. It’s clear that Sara 
has a very intimate relationship with her 
designs, and the beauty of her work is 
that each piece holds special meaning for 
the buyer, with each possessing the 
ability to be designed in any number of 
different ways. As part of Sara’s pursuit 
to showcase her talents to the world, she 
has also just launched a new website. 

However, Sara’s passion and love for 
being hands-on with her customers 
means that she continues to work face to 


face with many of them from her studio. 
‘It’s very personal, they feel like they’re 
actually creating their own piece of 
jewellery when they come in, especially 
when they bring in their old heirloom 
pieces that they’ve had that they don’t 
wear anymore, but they want to do 
something with,’ she explains to me. 

So while movie stars may be 
knocking at her door, Sara remains true 
to what she believes is most important. 
‘They’ll feel like they’ve had such an 
intimate experience with it, and I think 
that’s what probably makes me different 
to everyone else.’ 

See more examples of Sara’s work at 
sarahartley.co.uk 


Jewels of Islington Three more to add sparkle to your life 


Stephen Einhorn 

With one of his rings most 
recently commissioned for 
Disney's Cinderella Stephen 
Einhorn's avant-garde 
bespoke pieces are highly 
original and look terrific. 
210 Upper Street N1 1RL; 
stepheneinhorn.co.uk 


Fiona Paxton 

Using incredible combinations 
of materials and textures, 
Fiona Paxton's designs reflect 
her background in textiles and 
transport the wearer to all 
corners of the Earth. 

22 Highbury Grove N5 2EA; 
fionapaxton.com 


Catherine Marche 

With what she calls her native 
'Parisienne' style, Catherine 
Marche's most celebrated 
Volutes collection features 
beautifully etched natural 
designs on earrings and cuffs. 

Kirby Street EC1N8TE; 
catherinemarche-designs.com 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE AUTUMN TERM ISSUE? 

For more information please contact us at 
schoolreport@archant.co.uk or call 
Jodie Ryan 0207 605 2249 
Helen Crossman 0207 605 2233 














NICK MEERS 


family 


AN ISLINGTON 
JOURNEY 

Local resident Timothy Bentinck talks about his life on The Archers 
and the cold nights in a campervan that inspired his latest venture 

Words FERGUS EWBANK 




he certainly seems to value 
holding on to the things that 
work for him. Having lived in 
his Islington home for over 30 
years, he sees it as a ‘fifth 
member of the family’ and can’t 
imagine leaving any time soon. 
‘We moved here because my 
sister used to live on Vincent 
Terrace in Islington and I used 
to come and visit her. I 
completely love it. What more 
could you want? There are so 
many restaurants around,’ he 
says. ‘There’s the cinema too, 
and the whole of the West End 
right on our doorstep.’ 

While acting remains a huge 
part of Timothy’s life, London will 
always be home. He might be a country 
boy at heart, but with his career showing 
no signs of stopping, for the time being 
he’s staying put. ‘You’ve got to do as 
much as you can as an actor, because 
nothing lasts forever,’ he says. With 
many theatre, film and television credits 
to his name, the mantra is one that 
clearly resonates with him. Off screen, 
he is eager to keep working on his 
writing; with a second Colin the 
Campervan on the way and an 

autobiography in the 

COLIN works, this multi-tasker 

the t _ 

Campervan shows no signs of 

slowing. 


W hen Timothy 
Bentinck 
applied for a 
part in The 
Archers , he had no idea the 
show would remain as popular 
as it has; 33 years later he 
continues to play David Archer 
on the iconic radio soap, which 
now in its 65th year still 
exceeds five million listeners a 
day. Though Timothy is the 
first to admit that he was lucky 
to land a part that will keep 
him in a job for the rest of his 
life, he is, by no means, 
satisfied with radio acting 
alone. His CV reads like a 
career advisor’s ring binder: 
having dabbled in everything 
from computer programming to 
guitar playing to house 
renovation, the Islington 
resident has just recently added 
the moniker of ‘children’s author’ to his 
list of accomplishments. 

Now in the process of writing the 
second in his Colin 
the Campervan 
children’s series, 

Timothy didn’t start 
out with high 
expectations of this 
project. ‘I first wrote 
it as a story for my 
children,’ he tells me, 

‘we had an old campervan, which didn’t 
have a heater. We froze to death in it and 
it kept breaking down. So I wrote it as a 
wish-fulfilment sort of thing, I turned it 
into a “supervan”.’ 

When his boys outgrew the story, the 
file sat on Timothy’s computer for 
nearly two decades. Then, when 


e-readers began to appear, he 
re-formatted the story and put it online, 
‘never really thinking any more of it’. It 
was not long after that Timothy received 
a call from a 
publishing house. 
They’d found the story 
on his website and told 
him they wanted it; 
Timothy quickly 
realised that the book 
would need some 
updating. ‘Twenty 
years ago, the sort of things that went 
into making a supervan were very 
different from today,’ he smiles. 

Having shared a large portion of his 
life with the campervan that inspired the 
story, Timothy sees a certain charm in 
old vehicles. As somebody who has 
maintained one acting role for so long, 


I wrote it as a 
wish-fulfilment sort 
of thing. I turned it 
into a “supervan” 


Colin the Campervan is out 
now, through FBS Publishing, 
priced at £5.99 
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Pre school and nursery 
space to explore and grow 


Specialist providers of education 
and childcare for children from 
3 months to 5 years 

Open 8am-6.30pm 
51 weeks a year 

High quality nursery with 
outstanding ofsted report 


The Grove 91 Shepperton Rd N1 3DF 
www.thegrovenursery.co.uk 



THE 

GOWER 

SCHOOL 


Outstanding or Excellent in every area 
Independent Schools Inspectorate, June 2014 


"We have created a very special place for children. Our unique environment is 
especially responsive to a child's developmental stages and innate desire to learn” 
• Montessori Accredited nursery and primary. 

• Exceptional, child centred care and education for 0-11 year olds. 

• The village Montessori school in the heart of the city. 


Montessori Primary Tel: 020 7278 2020 
Montessori Nursery Tel: 020 7700 2445 

www.thegowerschool.co.uk 


* Active 

Learning 

Nurseries for children 
aged 3 months 5 years 



A dream for every 
pre-school child... 


.and their parents 


Everything 

you’d expect 
in a nursery, 

and more 


Come end visit our wonderful Nurseries in 
Crouch End, West Hampstead, Finchley, 
Southgate, JW3 on Finchley Road, 

Chiswick, Fulham, Kingston b Dorking 

020 30314700 infocaactiveleamingchildcare.co.uk 


Inspiring 

Unique programme of 
art, drama, music, 
science, literacy and 
IT with dedicated 
teaching specialists 


Healthy 

Specialist sports 
coaching, organic 
cafe, adventure 
playgrounds, 
holistic education 


Innovative 

Purpose designed 
activity studios, 
sensory room, 
baby sleep room 
secure webcams 


A fresh approach to nursery education. 


www.activelearningchildcare.co.uk 
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COMPETITIVE 

SPIRIT 

Is winning the he all and end all ? Or should 
schools temper ambitions to he the best? 

Words SUE LAIDLAW 


B ehind many front doors, there 
will be a familiar early summer 
scene playing out. Revision 
plans, books, notes, all of which 
will be scattered across the floor of 
teenage bedrooms. Whether we like it or 
not, this is when almost every child over 
11 will be sitting some type of exam, and 
there is no doubt that this time of year 
crystallises the essence of competition in 
our schools and lives. 

Over the years, so much has been 
debated and discussed on the subject of 
competition in schools. Governments 
have come and gone, and policy has 
changed and changed again. Primary 
schools have looked to emphasise taking 
part rather than winning - in sport, in 
academics and in school life. 

What do pupils themselves think? Last 
year a survey was conducted by 
Marylebone Cricket Club and Chance to 
Shine charity in which it was discovered 


that, amongst the eight to 16-year-olds, 
almost two thirds claimed that they 
would be ‘relieved, not bothered or 
happier’ if winning or losing were not a 
factor. However, we all know many boys 
and girls who are eager to win and show 
various degrees of 
competitive spirit, 
either against others or 
themselves. 

Even if we were to, 
somehow, be able to 
take the competitive 
element out of the 
classroom or off our playing fields, it 
would still be embedded in our daily 
lives as children and as adults. In some 
way or another, competition is in-built 
into the human psyche. Many would 
argue that a healthy level-headed 
approach to competition when we are 
young will enable us all to cope and 
embrace the adult world. Sir Digby Jones 


sums it up by speaking of our present 
national climate creating a generation 
that is ill prepared for a world that 
requires risk taking. He suggests that 
‘competition teaches critical thinking, 
decision-making and problem solving’. 

However, surely the key is to 
acknowledge and embrace the fact that 
we are all different, and come with 
different strengths and weaknesses, and 
not to try to make each child the same as 
the next. Lyn Kendall of British Mensa 
talks of the importance of competition 
within a supportive environment in 
which the child can learn to accept 
failure, but without losing self-esteem. 
Equally, those who are born with 
competitive talent and win often need to 
know how to fail, and lose with grace 
and respect for others. 

So surely this is the key. There are 
schools where many 
pupils are performing 
at the very highest 
level in all areas of 
school life, yet there 
are others who will 
never quite reach these 
levels themselves. 
Despite this, they learn to embrace each 
other’s success, are not arrogant and 
leave the school feeling that they can 
walk confidently into the world, 
wherever it may take them. 

Sue Laidlaw is Senior Partner at Laidlaw 
Education. For more information, call 020 8487 
9517 or visit laidlaweducation.co.uk 


Healthy competition 
when we are young 
enables us to embrace 
the adult world 


theresident.co.uk | June 2015 55 

























* '■J 

I 


Know your property rights 


and wrongs. 


HODGE JONES & ALLEN LLP, 180 NORTH GOWER STREET, LONDON NW1 2NB | AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE SOLICITORS REGULATION AUTHORITY 


hodge jones & alien 
0800 437 0322 I hja.net 


Lawyers for your family Co. 


Property owners need to know where they stand on a host 
of legal issues as they can become extremely complicated, 
extremely fast. Planning, service charge, neighbour nuisance, 
or boundary disputes, will get out of hand if you let them. 

Seeking specialist legal advice early and getting complete 
clarity on your legal position is the best way to try and avoid 
costly litigation. 







mortgagedirect 




MAKING YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE 
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Case in point 

Hodge Jones & Allen’s Simon O’Loughlin analyses the 
difference between an accident and negligence 



T here is a common 
myth in this country 
that it is possible to 
claim compensation 
whenever someone gets 
injured and damages are just 
awarded automatically by 
the courts. The truth is, you 
can only claim compensation 
when you are injured as a 
result of someone else's 
negligence. 

An accident is simply something that could 
not have been reasonably foreseen or 
avoided and is no-one's fault. If you are injured 
in a pure accident you would not be 
successful in a claim for compensation. 

Negligence on the other hand is very 
different and is a very old legal principle. 
Negligence was first defined by the courts in a 
case in the 1930s called Donoghue versus 
Stevenson. In this case the court established 
the principle that we 'must take care to avoid 
acts or omissions which you can reasonably 
foresee would be likely to injure your 
neighbour'. The court went on to explain that 
your neighbour is someone so closely and 
directly affected by what you do, or do not 
do, that you should be mindful of the impact 
of your actions on them. This is known as a duty 
of care. Examples of this duty of care include a 
doctor's duty of care towards their patients, an 
employer's duty of care for the health and 


safety of their employees, and 
the duty a car driver owes to 
other road users and 
pedestrians. Negligence, 
therefore, is essentially an 
incident that is caused by the 
acts, or omissions, of another 
person in breach of their duty 
of care. 

In circumstances in which 
your actions might involve risk 
to your 'neighbour', the law 
requires you to undertake a risk 
assessment to be made. We all 
make risk assessments every 
day, most are done 
subconsciously, and are simply 
a matter of common sense, 
such as checking for traffic 
before crossing a road. So, a risk assessment 
does not always have to involve written 
records, but whatever risk assessment you 
undertake, how you deal with the situation 
and what you then do afterwards must be 
considered 'reasonable'. This is defined as 
'whatever a person put in your position would 
consider to be reasonable in the same 
circumstances'. 

It is, therefore, everyone's responsibility not 
to injure people needlessly and the need to 
assess risk does not have to be difficult or 
complicated. Also, these assessments are not 
designed to prevent you from undertaking 


activities. They are really everyday common 
sense to help avoid causing needless injuries to 
yourself and others. 

The people we meet have, sadly, seen their 
lives turned upside down by someone else's 
negligence and are therefore entitled to make 
a claim. Hodge Jones & Allen are London's 
personal injury solicitors and we help injured 
victims fight back. 

Simon O’Loughlin is a partner at Hodge Jones 
& Allen LLP. If you wish to discuss a possible 
claim with Simon please call him on 020 7874 
8451 or email soloughlin@hja.net 
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The Angel , 

directory resident 



subscription 

save.co.uk 

The lowest prices on 
the magazines you love 


FURNITURE AND JOINERY 


Fitted 

Furniture 

Peter Wall specializes in 
fitted furniture, wardrobes, 
alcove units, shelving units, 
home offices and much more. 

All furniture is individually 
made in his workshop, 
fitted in your home by him. 

Free Quotes. 

Call Peter on 07984 282 566 
or 0208 961 1097 

www.fittedfurnitureuk.com 



GARDENING 


MISCELLANEOUS 


m as q uit a 

Islington’s bike shop • Est 1984 

Road and 
commuting bike 
specialists. Expert 
advice and sizing 
on our carefully 
selected range of 
bikes, clothing and 
accessories. 

0% finance available. 
Bike to Work 
vouchers accepted. 

Bike Servicing and Repairs 

Qualified mechanics. Small repairs through to Deluxe 
services. Same day repairs available. 

Resident magazine offer - Silver Service for £35 
(normally £50) until end April. Call or book online. 



Opening times: 

Mon-Wed 9am to 6pm 
Thurs 9am to 7pm 
Fri 9am to 6pm 
Sat 10am to 6pm 

123 Essex Road, Islington N1 020 7226 8765 
mail@mosquito-bikes.co.uk www.mosquito-bikes.co.uk 


Fencing • Gardening • Decking 
• New Lawns • Clearance 

Family owned business offering the personal touch 




FOR YOUR GARDEN 




020 8343 9966 

info@maingardencare.co.uk 

Summer opening hours: Mon-Sun, 8am-8pm 

www.maingardencare.co.uk 


PROPERTY SERVICES 



Up Top Down Below Damp Proofing g 

General building and decorating £$ 
contractors who specialise in H 

• Damp Proofing • Basements/Cellars ~Y 
• Water Proofing • Tanking 


UTDB 


DAMP PROOFING 


Contact us now for more information 
07771 532 303 

www.utdbdampproofing.co.uk 

uptopdownbelow@yahoo.co.uk 


buyamag.co.uk 

Great magazines direct to your door 

Now you can buy 
single issues of 
your favourite 
magazines 
online-go to 
www.buyamag.co.uk 


HEALTH, BEAUTY AND FITNESS 




TO ADVERTISE 



Ji&penc/i 

- LONDON - 

r W?ie^v 6eoufy flieb to you 

MOBILE 

BEAUTY SERVICES 

Lash/brow tints Manicure 
Pedicure Waxing Make-up 

20% OFF 

your first appointment 


ON THESE 

PAGES PLEASE 

CALL: 

STEVEN 

FORD 

02076052272 

contact@frenchpbde.com 07972 243279 

www.frenchpixie.com 



SASH WINDOWS 



STEVEN FORD ON 020 7605 2272 or email steven.foid@archant.co.uk 

































































LONDON’S MOST DESIRA.B V® WO 


SUNNY SIDE UP 


Embrace summer on Highbury Hill 

Things are hotting up (both literally and in the property world) and the flourishing North 
London market is perfectly highlighted by this stunning Victorian property on Highbury 
Hill. Spanning over 4,233 sq ft, there are countless features, but we personally love the 
kitchen, dining room and reception that overlooks the south-facing garden. We shed 
more light on the property on page 71. 
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Words ALEX HORNBY 
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M ention Newington 
Green and the 
immediate thought 
that comes to mind 
may be ‘London’s best kebabs’, 
which although arguably true, is 
just the tip of the iceberg for this 
thriving locale. Situated between 
Canonbury and Dalston Junction, 
Newington Green offers the 
distinct village community feel that 
has been eroded from many of 
London’s more overdeveloped areas. 
Historically the home to the first 
Dissenting Academy, a space for radicals 
and free thinkers in the 17th century, the 
area has come into its own in the past 18 
months, proving popular with a range of 
audiences, yet still retaining its slightly 
bohemian edge. 

The high street is buzzing with great 
pubs, cafes, boutique bakeries and shops, 
so you won’t find yourself short of 
places to eat and drink. The green itself 
forms the centrepiece and provides a 
feeling of tranquility where you can 
expect to find revelers soaking up the sun 
during the warmer months. 

While property prices across the area 


have risen steadily, Newington Green 
still offers better value for money against 
some of Islington’s more prime locales. 
Stock remains varied, from semi¬ 
detached houses to apartments in 
ex-council blocks, and everything in 
between. For fans of Victorian property, 
Mildmay Park sits to the immediate 
south, lined with grandiose townhouses 
offering vast levels of space. We recently 
sold one such example for £2.6 million - 
a five bedroom terrace meticulously 
restored by its owners to create over 
3,500 sq ft of accommodation. 

Those seeking a contemporary 
property will be pleased to hear that 
while new developments in and around 


Newington Green are limited, the 
examples that do crop up are of 
outstanding merit and offer 
something a little different. Mews 
houses have long had an enduring 
appeal thanks to their intimate 
courtyard layout, yet such properties 
are in short supply and often the 
preserve of cobbled West London 
streets, which has resulted in 
increased demand for ‘modem 
mews’. These offer the same 
classical style and layout, combined with 
the benefits of a new build home; namely 
reduced heating bills and modern 
technology. One such example to hit the 
market is Valerio Mews, a collection of 
five three-storey houses hidden behind a 
Victorian terrace just a short walk away 
from The Alma, one of Islington’s most 
established watering holes. Each house 
offers four bedrooms and has been 
designed to maximise light and space. 

So, next time you’re in Newington 
Green, scratch the surface a little deeper 
and you might be pleasantly surprised. 

Alex Hornby is Sales Manager at Fyfe Mcdade 
Islington; 020 7354 4044; fyfemcdade.com 
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property 



Knight Frank’s Nicola Williams on 
how Islington’s properties have 
evolved in a positive light 



At the time of writing, the General 
Election was about to take place. 
Could there be big changes ahead 
for the lettings market? 

The outcome on 7 May will determine 
how drastic changes are for the lettings 
market. If we find ourselves with a 
Labour government, investors may start 
to question investing due to over 
regulation. However, I do feel whichever 
way the vote falls a greater concentration 
on laws and regulations will make the 
market place more professional and safer 
for tenants. 

How would you sum up the lettings 
market in London at present? 

Each area in London is affected 
differently and can differ from 
neighbouring boroughs drastically. The 
main census is that the market is steady, 
but could be more active. This activity 
will increase as we head nearer to the 
summer months. 


Is Islington different in any way? 

The average tenancy in Islington is three 
years - properties come back to the 
market less often compared to other 
areas in London. If there is a decrease in 
new properties coming to the market we 
find ourselves with a lack of stock. 

If you had to choose three things 
that you love best about Angel, 
what would they be? 

Lirstly, it would be Camden Passage with 
all the independent shops. We have a 
little community here and I love the 
Wednesday antiques market. Secondly, it 
would be Highbury Lields. If I had a 
longer lunch break I would definitely be 
up there daily in the sunshine. Lastly are 
the local gastropubs dotted all over 
Islington, especially the Island Queen, 
Drapers Arms and The Alwyne Castle. 

How has the past year been for 
Knight Frank’s lettings department? 


The last year for Knight Trank lettings 
has been superb. We are proud and 
passionate about our properties, and this 
is shown with the results and reviews we 
receive from our clients and tenants. 

Could you suggest two stand-out 
properties you have taken on 
recently, which are essentially 
very different? 

In the core market we have rented a 
beautiful two bedroom apartment on 
Highbury Fields. The views over the 
park are stunning and perfect for summer 
evenings. In the prime market we took 
on a three bedroom penthouse in an old 
warehouse, it came on the market at just 
under £2,000 a week and had three 
viewings on the first day, with two 
asking price offers. 

What excites you about the future? 

Knight Frank Islington has now been in 
the area for just over two and a half 
years, and we have solidified our name 
in the area. The properties that we see 
are increasingly getting better and better 
as landlords are raising the appeal of 
their property to stand out against 
their competition. 

Nicola Williams is Lettings Associate at Knight 
Frank Islington, 353 Upper Street N1 OPD; 

020 3657 7340; knightfrank.co.uk 



Typical of the high quality on their books, 
Knight Frank are marketing this newly 
refurbished house in De Beauvoir, featuring 
4/5 bedrooms and a stunning fitted 
kitchen, for £1,450 per week 
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BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED 
HOME IN THE HEART OF 
BARNSBURY 

LOFTING ROAD, N1 


Double reception room ♦ kitchen/dining room 

♦ 4 bedrooms ♦ bathroom ♦ shower room 

♦ separate w.c. ♦ rear garden 

♦ 132 sq m (1,411 sq ft) ♦ EPC=E 


Guide £1.795 million Freehold 


Savills Islington 

Jo-Anne Neighbour 
jneighbour@savills.com 

020 72261313 



SEMI-DETACHED EARLY 
VICTORIAN FREEHOLD 
HOUSE WITH WEST-FACING 
GARDEN 

RICHMOND CRESCENT, N1 


Double reception room ♦ family/cinema room 

♦ kitchen/dining room ♦ 4 bedrooms (1 en suite) 

♦ bathroom and shower room ♦ utility room 

♦ west-facing garden ♦ 234.5 sq m (2,524 sq ft) 

♦ EPC=E 


Guide £3.35 million Freehold 


Savills Islington 

Jo-Anne Neighbour 
jneighbour@savills.com 

020 72261313 
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BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED 
END OF TERRACE GRADE II 
LISTED HOME 

CLAREMONT SQUARE, N1 


Reception room ♦ dining room 

♦ kitchen/dining room ♦ master bedroom suite 

♦ 4 further bedrooms ♦ 2 bathrooms 

♦ rear garden ♦ 251 sq m (2,702 sq ft) 

♦ EPC exempt 


Guide £3.25 million Freehold 


Savills Islington 

Abbie Greisman 
agreisman@savills.com 

020 72261313 



DETACHED FAMILY HOME IN 
THE HEART OF BARNSBURY 

TURNER PARADE, N1 


Reception room ♦ 29 1 kitchen/dining/reception 
room ♦ 4 bedrooms (2 en suite) 

♦ family bathroom ♦ 24 hour concierge 

♦ garden ♦ garaged parking 

♦ 162 sq m (1,744 sq ft) ♦ EPC=C 


Guide £2.15 million Freehold 


Savills Islington 

Adam Smith 
arsmith@savills.com 

020 72261313 






















































HOMES TO VIEW 



NEWINGTON GREEN 
N16-LEASEHOLD 

£1,795,000 - 4/5 bedrooms 

EPC rating: D - Ref: ISL140008 


250 

YEARS 




OF FORWARD 
THINKING 


cluttons.com 
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ISLINGTON 

Sales: 020 7768 0875 
Lettings: 020 77680958 
islington@duttons.com 



ST. PETERS STREET 
N1 - FURNISHED 

£675 pw - 2 bedrooms 

EPC rating: G- Ref: 73136 



CLUTTONS 























currell.com 


Currell 



Linton Street, N1 
£1,595,000 Freehold 
Quiet residential area 


A beautifully refurbished four bedroom period 
property, set over four storeys. Linton Street is 
set in the Arlington Conservation Area and is 
a short walk to Upper Street and the Regent’s 
Canal. EPC Rating: D 
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Highbury Grove, N5 
£799,995 Share of Freehold 
Spacious apartment 

A two bedroom apartment with its own entrance 
in the sought after Highbury area. The property 
benefits from solid oak flooring and direct 
access to a communal garden. EPC Rating: D 






















































currell.com 


Currell 



Caledonian Road, N1 

£1,480,000 Freehold 

Substantial family home 

Early Victorian Grade II listed five bedroom 
home, benefiting form period features 
throughout. Located on the edge of Barnsbury 
Conservation Area. King’s Cross and the 
Caledonian Road stations are a short walk. 




Bingham Street, N1 
£1,595,000 Freehold 
Attractive period property 

A Grade II listed double fronted home, offering 
excellent proportions with a spacious south¬ 
facing garden. Located in the Canonbury 
Conservation Area, the property is close to the 
amenities of Angel and Newington Green. 



Islington 
Sales: 020 7226 4200 
Lettings: 020 7288 9109 
islington@currell.com 
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CARLTON 

ISLINGTON'S ESTATE AGENT 



SALES 

Barnsbury, N I 

Elegant four floored grade II listed house 
with lovely west facing garden. 

Freehold £1,950,000 


SALES + LETTINGS 020 7359 0000 

carltonestateagents.co.uk 












































































CARLTON 

ISLINGTON'S ESTATE AGENT 



LETTINGS 

Quick Street Mews, N I 

Stunning four bedroom mews house, 
centrally located near to Angel tube. 

£900 Per Week* 


Please note administration and reference fees will apply 


SALES + LETTINGS 020 7359 0000 

carltonestateagents.co.uk 
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NORTHCHURCH ROAD N1 

An outstanding, architecturally designed 3 bedroom house built by Noble House Properties 




NORTHCHURCH ROAD N1 

We love this house so much, we couldn't resist putting in 2 photos! 
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Islington Office 
314 Upper Street 
London N1 2XQ 

T 020 7226 0160 
E islington.sales@hotblack.co.uk 
E islington.lettings@hotblack.co.uk 


Camden Office 

67 Parkway 
London NW1 7PP 

T 020 7482 2894 
E camden.sales@hotblack.co.uk 
E camden.lettings@hotblack.co.uk 


Highbury Office 
2 Highbury Park 
London N5 2AB 

T 020 7288 9696 
E highbury.sales@hotblack.co.uk 
E highbury.lettings@hotblack.co.uk 


Archway Office 
31 Junction Road 
London N19 5QT 

T 020 7288 9690 
E archway.sales@hotblack.co.uk 
E archway.lettings@hotblack.co.uk 




















































SPACE TO APPRECIATE 

Featured on this month’s section cover, Currell are 
delighted to present this substantial Victorian property 
arranged over 4,233 sq ft and four storeys. It offers rarely 
available proportions throughout and retains many period 
features. The self-contained lower ground floor provides a 
large two bedroom apartment, and the main house boasts 
wonderful lateral space. On the ground floor is a study, 
reception and dining room, all with wonderful proportions 
and stunning light that floods in through the sash 
windows. The kitchen, dining room and reception 
overlook the stunning south-facing garden, offering yet 
more space and a sunny aspect. 


property 




PROPERTY 

NEWS 


Details of a new office and modern developments 


OFFICE 
TO HOME 

Continuing the transformation of 
London office buildings into luxury 
apartments, such as St Mary At Hill 
pictured right, Galliard Homes is 
converting the historic City of 
London Maritime Insurance 
building into a boutique 
residential scheme of ten one and 
two-bedroom apartments. 
Built in the prosperous late 
Victorian era, the five-storey 
building has an elegant stone and 
terracotta fagade. Original 
architectural details have been 
combined with a contemporary 
specification, and some apartments 
will have outside terraces. 

Prices start at £850,000; 
galliardhomes.com 



The property on Highbury Hill is on the 
market for £4,150,000 with Currell 
Islington, 321 Upper Street N1 2XQ; 020 
7226 4200; currell.com 



MEET THE 
(NEW) TEAM 

Hotblack Desiato are pleased to 
announce the opening of their latest 
residential sales and lettings office in 
Archway. The sales office will be 
managed by Malcolm Levy, who is well 
known to Islington property people as a 
former partner at Davies & Davies for 
over 30 years, with Paulina Urbanska 
managing the lettings department. 'This 
is the first step of what is a busy year for 
Hotblack as, due to its successful 
progress, we will also be expanding our 
Highbury office into the adjoining 
premises/ comments Managing 
Director, David Pinnick. 'We look forward 
to offering our dedicated brand of 
personal service to new and future 
clients in the Archway area.' 

Contact the office by calling 020 7288 
9690 or visiting hotblackdesiato.co.uk 
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Frank 


Gainsborough Studios West, Islington N1 KnightFrank co uk/isiington 

A two bedroom apartment on the sixth floor with stunning views 020 8166 7503 

Offering some of the finest views locally, this terrific two bedroom apartment is impressive on 

every level. The reception room is large and covers the entire length of the apartment, opening 

onto a south facing balcony. 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, reception room, kitchen/dining area, 

balcony, parking. EPC: C. Approximately 86 sq m (925 sq ft). 

Leasehold 


#@KnightFrank 

Guide price: £895,000 

KnightFrank.co.uk/ISL150080 (S)nTheMarketcom 































. -V v.- £ 








■ r * 




* v.. 


*•- 

■ Utw \ -v,| 



V 1 . >>\ f 



r 

I . U \ 


IIjI 



%' 
Pi 

'?i 

Wwm; 

ix 


m 

i 



1 J & ^ 


5* 

m ; 



■ 


Liverpool Road, Islington N1 

A Grade II listed family home with accommodation over four floors 
Offering extremely flexible space and some wonderful period detailing throughout. 3 
bedrooms, bathroom, double reception room, studio, kitchen, utility room, store, patio, 
garden. Approximately 203.64 sq m (2,192 sq ft). 


KnightFrank.co.uk/islington 

islington@knightfrank.com 

020 8166 7503 


Freehold 


#@KnightFrank 


Guide price: £2,050,000 

KnightFrank.co.uk/ISL150042 
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Willow Bridge Road, Islington N1 

The heart of Canonbury 

A superb recently refurbished semi-detached house arranged over four floors. 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
large reception room, modern open plan kitchen dining room, 2 cloakrooms and a large landscaped 
garden. EPC: E. Approximately 244 sq m (2,630 sq ft). 


KnightFrank.co.uk/lettings 

islingtonlettings@knightfrank.com 

020 3667 6750 


Available unfurnished/part furnished 


Guide price: £2,000 per week 

KnightFrank.co.uk/ISQ212337 

*T@KnightFrank 


ARLA 



All potential tenants should be advised that, as well as rent, an administration fee of £276 will apply when renting a property. Please ask us for 
more information about other fees that may apply or visit KnightFrank.co.uk/tenantcharges 
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Knight 

Frank 


KNIGHT 

FRANK 

GIVING 

LOCAL 

1N5IGHT 


Residential Sales and Lettings 

Our Islington office covers property for sale 
and to rent in N5, N1, NIC, N7, WC1 and EC1 

For more information visit our office at 

353 Upper Street or call 020 3641 6138 


KnightFrank.co.uk/islington 
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EXPERTISE 


SALES & LETTINGS 020 7359 0000 
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CARLTON 

ISLINGTON'S ESTATE AGENTS 


carltonestateagents.co.uk 



